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What looks like a BMW 
and is made in a BMW 
factory but isn’t a BMW? 

You’re looking at it — an EMW, short for 
Eisenacher Motorenwerk.

The small town of Eisenach, situ-
ated nearly dead center in Germany, 
is rarely mentioned when discussing 
early automobile production. But 
Heinrich Ehrhardt’s Fahrzeugfabrik 
Eisenach (Vehicle Factory Eisenach) 
began making cars there in 1898. The 
first was the Wartburg, named for a 
large medieval castle that sits on a hill 
overlooking the town. 

In 1928, BMW bought the factory, 
seeing it as a quick and cost-effec-
tive way to expand into automobile 
manufacturing. Prior to that, the 
Munich-based company had made 

aircraft engines, motorcycles, farm 
equipment, railway brakes, and house-
hold items such as wooden furniture 
and kitchen cabinets. 

Between 1929 and 1941, BMW 
produced a number of successful cars 
at the Eisenach plant. The boxy 3/20 
was the first to be designed entirely 
by BMW’s team. Mid-sized cars fol-
lowed, as did roadsters and grand 
tourers with numerical designations 
that erratically ranged from 303 to 
335. Among them was the elegant 327, 
a two-door, four-passenger luxury 
touring car with a sporty, streamlined 
design. It debuted in 1937 and ended 
its run in 1941, when civilian car 
production was shut down across Ger-
many for the war. BMW would never 
make another 327 — but others would! 

Cold War Coupe
FROM THE COLLECTION OF RACHELLE AND HENRY GRADY IN STUART: 
THE 1954 EMW 327/3

After a lawsuit in 1950, use of the BMW name and the blue-and-white roundel mostly ceased, with a red-and-white EMW roundel used in its place.

WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHED 
BY PATRICK MERRELL



The design features BMW’s signature kidney grille, complemented by sweeping side vents. EMW roundels appear on the hood, hubcaps, and trunk.
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“Trafficator” turn signals flip up aft of the doors. 

World War II decimated Ger-
many’s automobile industry. During 
the conflict, factories became prime 
bombing targets, and after hostilities 
ceased, the factory remnants were 
picked over by the Allies in reparation. 
In the Soviet Occupation Zone, soon 
to become East Germany, literally 
everything was taken, from casting 
equipment to light switches. 

One of the rare exceptions, how-
ever, was BMW’s Eisenach factory. 
Although 60 percent of the buildings 
and 35 percent of the equipment was 
damaged, workers presented the Soviet 
governing official, Marshal Zhukov, 
with one surviving prewar BMW 321. 
He gave the workers a week to build 
another five, and when they pulled 
it off, Zhukov decided a resurrected 
factory would be more valuable than 
carting all its pieces off to Moscow. 

The 327’s 1,971-cubic-centimeter engine produces 55 horsepower and a top speed of 78 mph.

This automobile, nicknamed Emma by its owners, is the only known EMW 327/3 in North America.

FUN FACT: The BMW logo wasn’t 
designed to look like a spinning 
airplane propeller, although it’s 
been marketed that way. The 
black circle was a holdover from 
an earlier company and the blue 
quadrants mimic the Bavarian flag.
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Over the next five years, the factory 
produced 9,000 BMW 321’s using the 
prewar design, dies, and tooling. It 
also built at least that many BMW R35 
motorcycles. But here’s the thing — the 
iconic BMW badge continued to be 
put on them. When BMW executives 
in West Germany objected, their pleas 
were dismissed by the governor of 
Eisenach’s state as “an unlawful claim 
of the imperialist warmongering 
monopolists from Munich!”

In 1950, BMW finally got a legal 
ruling that blocked Eisenach-built 
vehicles from being branded as BMWs, 
although ones sold behind the Iron 
Curtain continued using the BMW 
badge. The factory was renamed Eisen-
acher Motorenwerk (EMW) soon after 
it was transferred to the East German 
government in 1952. That same year, 
a newly designed red-and-white EMW 
badge went on the reintroduced 327 — 
mostly. An unknown number of cars 
still got the BMW badge. 

The first model, which was a 
convertible, was designated as 327/2. 
A sport coupe, the 327/3, followed in 
1954 and 55. The beautifully restored 
EMW 327/3 you see here is No. 144 of 
only 152 made; it’s the only one known 
to exist in North America and one of 
fewer than 10 in the world. 

The top of the small back seat folds forward to reveal the trunk. That’s the only way to access it, since there’s no trunk lid on the rear deck of the car.

Where’s the gas cap? That’s it in the middle of the spare tire cover, decorated with an EMW roundel.

Between 1955 and 1991, the Eisen-
ach factory shifted to making a new 
breed of Wartburgs, with over 1.5 mil-
lion built before Germany reunified. 
In 1991, Opel built a new plant on the 
site, where it still makes cars today. 
Most of the old factory buildings have 

been demolished, but in 2005, the 
town converted one of them into the 
Automobile Welt Eisenbach museum. 
Cars from the factory’s 93-year history 
are on display, including a 1955 blue-
and-black twin of Rachelle and Henry 
Grady’s remarkable EMW 327/3. `


